Date: January 2025
To:

The United Nations

The African Union

The European Union

The Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD)
The United States of America, the State Department

The United Kingdom

The Russia Federation
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The People's Republic of China

Subject: Foundational Failure of the National Dialogue Commission in Ethiopia

Ethiopia has been facing multitudes of historical, political, social, economic, constitutional, and structural
problems. Many believe that these problems should be resolved through honest national dialogue,
consultation, negotiation, and reconciliation. To allegedly address the nation's complex issues that caused
deep-rooted ethnic tensions and conflicts, the Ethiopian government has established the National Dialogue

Commission under proclamation number 1265/2021.

However, the National dialogue commission is beset by critical problems from its very inception. Many
stakeholders and the public at large have questioned the legitimacy of the nomination and selection process
of the national dialogue commissioners. The current practice of the commission is not free from the
influence and intervention of the Prosperity Party. As a result, a significant number of opposition political
parties of the country rejected the credibility of the commission and refrained from participating in it. In
addition, insurgents in Amhara and Oromia regions, which represent over 70 percent of the population, are

not part of the National dialogue.

Although the National dialogue commission claims to have selected participants and gathered agendas for
the national dialogue in 10 regions, the process systematically excluded over 25 million of Amharas
residing in these regions. So far, participants were selected for agenda gathering and National dialogue

along ethnic lines and Prosperity Party (PP) structure.

Therefore, in its current status the commission has failed to be all inclusive and demonstrated that it's
handling of the National dialogue could not lead to the aspired resolution of the fundamental and actual

problems of the country.

In a gross injustice of history, the Amhara people were unrepresented during the 1991 Transitional process
and the subsequent Transitional Government of Ethiopia as well as the process of drafting and approving
the 1995 constitution of the country. As a result, the Amhara people have been subjected to political and
statistical marginalization causing deprivation, dismissal from government structure, and systematic

cleansing across the country. Besides, Amhara's historical territories were illegally annexed to Tigray,



Oromia and Benishangul-Gumuz regions. In addition, over 25 million Amharas who live in other regions
have not political nor legal representation. Horrifyingly, millions of Amharas have been victims of social

engineering, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity in the past three decades.

Since 2017, atrocities against Amhara in Oromia and Benishangul Gumuz regions has greatly intensified to

genocide and causing unprecedented displacement of Amharas in the two regions.

The 2021-2022 war between Tigray region and the Federal government has inflicted huge human and
material losses further deepening the economic and social crisis in the Amhara region. In the on-going war
in Amhara region, the Federal government committed war crime, crime against humanity and genocide. It

has been using sexual harassment and hunger as war instrument in the region.

On top of its blatant disregard to the above historical and structural injustices, the National dialogue
commission reportedly intends to proceed with selection of participants for agenda setting under the

following utterly chaotic and unfavourable situation in Amhara region.

a) The Ethiopian government National Defense Force (ENDF) used air and ground forces (aircraft,
drones, and heavy artillery) killing thousands of innocent Amhara civilians, including children,
women, and the elderly;

b) Thousands of Amhara scholars, politicians, journalists, social activists, human rights advocates,
and youths are being arbitrarily detained in prisons, and military camps;

c) More than 7 million Amhara children are out of school due to fear of the government drone, air,
and heavy artillery attacks;

d) Millions of Amhara Fanos and youths are fighting against the fascist and genocidal Abiy Ahmed
regime;

e) More than a million Amharas are internally displaced and over hundred thousands of homes in

Addis Ababa and surrounding area were demolished targeting mainly ethnic Amharas.

Hence, under the above circumstances confirmed by local and international human rights orgnizations ,
conducting the National dialogue in the Amhara region is grossly irresponsible and unacceptable. It will
nullify both the process and the outcome of the National dialogue. We, the Amhara political prisoners,
strongly believe that there is no space for National dialogue, consultation, negotiation, and reconciliation in
Ethiopia. Experience from other countries indicated that National dialogue will not succeed without

legitimate, inclusive, and independent facilitating bodies as well as an enabling environment.

Therefore, we highly condemn the illegitimate and politically motivated National dialogue that disregards

the constitutional, structural, and existential concerns victimizing the Amhara people.

To this end we call upon the international community, funders, international organizations, and countries
addressed in this letter to recognize our concern, immediately intervene, and reconsider the financial and

technical support to the National dialogue commission.



We want to assure you that the outcome of the National dialogue commission under the current conditions
will fuel the existing ethnic-based conflicts, create unforeseen civil war, genocide, and lead Ethiopia to a

total collapse as well as destabilize the horn of Africa.

Sincerely
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